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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, NI 

SUBJECT: NIGERIA AIRWAYS AND TWA 

1. IN RECENT WEEKS LAGOS PRESS, AND PARTICULARLY NEW 
NIGERIAN, HAS DEVOTED INCREASING ATTENTION TO NIGERIA 
AIRWAYS. ARTICLES NOT NECESSARILY CONSISTENT BUT COMMON 
FOCUS HAS BEEN ON NIGERIA AIRWAYS' PROBLEMS AND FAILINGS 
AND IN THAT CONTEXT THERE HAVE BEEN RECURRING REFERENCES 
TO POSSIBLE ARRANGEMENT WITH TWA. 

2. MAIN POINT OF PRESS REFERENCES TO TWA HAS BEEN 

THAT REPORT CONTAINING TWA PROPOSALS STILL UNDER REVIEW 
IN MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. IN AUGUST 1 ISSUE NEW NIGERIAN 
PUT THIS STATEMENT IN MOUTH OF MOT DEPPERMSEC FRANCIS OBI 
AND ALSO CITED RELIABLE SOURCES TO EFFECT THAT "AIRWAYS 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT" WITH TWA HAD NOT BEEN IMPLEMENTED 

BECAUSE OF CERTAIN ISSUES THAT NEED "CLEARANCE" BUT THAT 
IT HAD NOT BEEN "REVOKED" AND MOT’S NEXT STEPS WOULD DEPEND 
ON ITS REVIEW OF TWA PROPOSALS. 

3. WE HAD OCCASION IN JULY 16 MEETING WITH OBI TO REFER 
TO PRESS STORIES THEN CURRENT AND ASKED IF HE WISHED 

TO COMMENT ON THEM OR ON STATE OF PLAY WITH TWA. HIS REPLY 
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THEN WAS FLAT "NO COMMENT." 
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4. COMMENT:ON BASIS INFO WE HAVE, WE ACCEPT THAT TWA 
PROPOSALS ARE STILL UNDER STUDY, AS PRESS AND OBI STATE. 

IN LIGHT OF NIGERIA AIRWAYS' OBVIOUS NEEDS AND INCREASING 
FOCUS ON THEM THERE SEEMS AT LEAST EVEN CHANCE THAT MOT 
STUDY MAY EVENTUATE IN PROPOSAL TO TWA, BUT WE CAN ONLY 
SPECULATE ABOUT TERMS MOT MIGHT CONTEMPLATE AND THEIR 
APPEAL TO TWA. 

5. ACTION: IF DEPARTMENT HAS OR CAN OBTAIN FROM TWA 
UP-TO-DATE INFO ON STATE OF PLAY AND IN PARTICULAR ON 
CURRENT TWA ATTITUDE TOWARD NIGERIA AIRWAYS’ PROJECT, IT 
WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL. (TWA'S DONEGAN VISITED LAGOS 

LAST WEEK BUT HAD TO LEAVE WITHOUT KEEPING APPOINTMENT HE 
MADE WITH EMBASSY.) 

REINHARDT 
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